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THE CHURCH IN VIRCINIA AND IN RICHMOND
By the REV. EDWARD L. G00DWIN, Historigrapher of the Diocese of'Virginia.

The hlstory of the Eplscopal
church ln Virginia Is coeVal
wlth that of the colony and tho
State. and indoed with that of
Protestant Christlanlty in tho

New World. The Engllsh colonista,
who made the flrst permanent settlo-

\ nent at Jamestown three hundred.
| -ears ago, brought wlth them, as a

'I ua'tter of course, thelr own Protestant
W -nd Eplscopal Church of England, wlth
^ ner open Blble, her prayer-bopk, mln-
% 'stry and sacraments, as we havo them
w to-day. The royal "artlcles, Instructlong

and orders" for the colony provlded
"that the true word and service of
God and Chrlstlan falth be preached.
planted and ! used, accordlng to tho
doctrlne, rlghts (rttes) and rellgion'
now professed and establlshed jylth'tn
our realm of England." Nor was chere
any dlspoaltlon on the part of our
colonlsts to depart from these in-
structlons, since at thls tlme there had
been no separatlon from the establlsh-
ment in England, and religious dlf-
ferences had no part in the settlement
of Vlrglnla. So this became the legally
establlshed church of the colony, and
so contlnued as long as lt romalned

, Bubject to the Brttish Crown, and ln-
deed, for cight years thereafter.

Some Enrly Workers.
At first minlsters were sent over

from England by the London Company,
and were men most carefully selected
for their character and- fltness. The
names of tho Rev. Robert Hunt. chap-
lain of the first company of adyontur-
ers, and of the Rev. Alexatlder Whit-
taker, founder, wlth the exeellent Slr
Thomas Dale, of Henrtco Parlsh, wjlll
always be held ln rememberanee, and
there were others of whom loss ls
'<nown, who were also worthy of hlgh
>onor. Each plantatlon or ''hunc\red'
.as consldered a parlsh, and was bup-
led, as far as posslble, wlth a ohurct-
id mlnister. But as the se'ttle'mftntt
read and the county took tho plac«

i the plantatlon as'the unlt of loca
overnmcnt the parlshes became larg-

v't- and comprlsed usually about hal.
of a county, wlth well deflned bounfls
and contolnlng from two to four o:
five churehea or chapcls. Each parisl
was the chargo of one mlnister, ant

lay-readers were usually employed ti
asslst hlm ln malntalnlng regula
servlccs at his dlfferent churches. Si
we have the large rural parlshes
whlch have always'been a feature o
the church ln Vlrglnin.
The flrst churches would, of courst

-bo rude bulldlngs of logs or plan*
to be Bupplanted later by the hand
some and substantlal colonlal churchei
whlch still remaln ln many localltle
ns the pride of thelr respectlve.neigh
borhoodB. As population extende
westw-nrd. after the tldewater had bee
.ceupled, the forvnation of new parishc
by Buccesslv.o acts of the General As
lembly proceoded wlth lt, and at th
mtbreak of the Revolutlon tho whol
:otmtry oast of tho Blue Rldge an
tlso the lower valley was occupied b
.ho Church. There Wero then abot
:ne hundred organlzed parlshes 1
.'irgiiila, very few of whlch were wltl
.ut ntlnisteru, and probably about thre
itindred churches.

Snlnry In Tobacco.
I3ach parlsh waa under the oontr-
a vestry, compoBed of twelve <

ie leadlng gentlemen and largest ta:
uyers. They wore elected ln the flr
utaiico by vote of tho freeholder
tl wero thonceforward a close co
lutlon unless diaaolved by act of t!
.j^lslature. The vestry was requln
y law to build and keep ln repair
.ufflclent numbet* of churches, to pr
\-lde a glebe, a house and small fan
for the mlnister, and to pay his flx>
aalary of 16,000 pounds of tobacco.

\l They had alao to provide for ti
If poor, to oversee the processionlug
V land bouudarles nnd to enforce t

laws regulating. the publlc mora
Tliey also lald tho parlsh levy, frc
ivhlch all these expenses were pa!
Plio offloe of vestrymcn wua an lt
,)ot-tant one ln the admlnl8,trati6n
local affalrs, and lt was much soug
afler, an influsnce sufflclent to ga
u seut being about the only quali
eatlon necessary.

Influencc of Euglaml.
Minlsters were obtalned from En

laud, or if V'oSslble incn were chos
liere and sent to England for exanilr
tion and ordinatlon. Some ministi
wlthout standing in the old count
would come to Virginia looklng for
livlng, and would occasionally be glv
a parlsh, where they .would prove
be mosl unworthy men, or would
from pluco to place oltlcltiting an c

portunlty was allowed them. Oi
lnstalled In a parlsh it was alnn
lmpossible, under the law, to dlsp.ossi
a minister of bad character, so tl
much scandal was occasloncd by
few sucli black sheep, though th
numlior has been grosBly exagarerat
The vestrlea were earnest ln th

endeavors to secure good ministe
und tlie great majorlty of those
the colony were godly. fnlthful i
eltlcient men. Many ot them wcre ei

tt cators, i»« woll as clergymen, t
l\ under their unahled mlnlstry far m
Jj than a century and a half tho Gos

was preaclifed, rellgion was kept ul
the pulilic oonficjonce waa fralned, a
ln Bpite of the prevalllng vloe-s of
ugo, mulllludes of devout and hon
able men and women were taughtv
wuy» ot God.

In Flxcd Groove.
But whllo the Colonlal church i

thuB supported and prqtecled n«

i\\\ 1,>art °^ t'lu pPYerninental iria.ah.in
Irtl B',e WUH i'el'f°rct' runnlng in a fl
llll Iffoove, with no voice a* a church
Blll tho management of her own affo
¦ III and no capaclty for th* devclnpir,1/1/ of her ccrporaie llfe-. Her laws «

llll 'hacl° by tho Genernl Aseembly'.I admlnlfliered by the vestries, wl
fuiicilons, »r we havo seen, Were c
ratl-.er than eccleaiaatlcal.

ilt-r nomlnu.l bishop llved In Loiu
and hla commlssary had no power
but small Influence, at loast aftei-
daya of Blalr. She couhl not ador
single ruje for her own guldance,
could neither choose nor dlMplace
mlnlBters or other ofneers. Thls
Jiuij baen forgotten when the clu
baa been faulted for fallures and
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fences which she was absolutely wlth¬
out power elther to commlt or to
amend,

Moved Hnptilly.
Events moved rapldly ln Vlrginla

hetween 1700 and 1785. With revolu-
lionary suddennesB tho old rollglous
order changcd and made way for tho
new. In a generatlon an establlshcd
,church became an anachronistn. The
rapld growth of other Chrlstlan bodles,
alded rather than hlndered by tho op-
positlon which they had mct with,
from whatever cause, in some quar-
ters; dlssatisfactlon with an expensivo
and lll-adaptcd pardchlal system con-
trolled by close vestrles of arlstocrats,
and the pntrlotic revolt agalnst Eng¬
llsh govornment, of which the Church
of England was reckoned a part, all
consplred to arouse a feellng of an-

tagonlsm against the church, which
incieased in bttternes3 through a long
eeries of years.
Tho wlser of her own sons saw thr

wisdom as well as tho necesslty of the
sepuration of church and .state and
ivere prompt to brlng it about,
and to doclare for absolute rellgioue
freedom as among the' first prlnclples
of polltlcal ltberty. At a blow the
church was left wlthout support
though atlll under control of tho ves¬
trles and bound by outworn laws, II
was not untll 1785 that the old clvi
vestrles wero dissolved, and, as a lasi
favor, she was nllowcd to organlzo lr
conventlon and assumo dlrection ol
her distracted aftairs. But oven ther
slie was too weak ln rosources, per-
hapei too wedde'd to an older order o
thlngs, to stem the tidc which set bi

strongly agalnst hor. The convenlloi
made the almost Inovitable error o

struggling to retaln tlie property whlcl
had been twice assurcd to her by thi
Legislature, which was tniBconatruei
as an effort to re-estnbltsh some shad
ow of her former prestige and so wa
foredoomed to fallure. Her rapldly dl
mlnlshlng minlBters, and 'the peopV
under them, became dlscouragod ani

almost hopeless under the wholl'y ad
verse conditlons.'"

,New Generutiou.
Thero remalned, Indeed, a larr;er fol

( lowlng and a deeper attachment fc
. the church than was probably knpwi

but it requlred thnt a new gertevatio
nhould arlse to restore the Eptscop;

; Church lu the new iVirginia."

Bishop Mndlson, the hrst bishop c

Vlrginla, a ggoodr and-. able man, bt
, too decldedly of the old echool t
, cope with the new conditlons of h
. day, ,dled ln ISXS. The-'fortunee

the church wero then at thelr lowei
g obb, and no conventions had been hei

for several yeara, A conventlon wi
1 called, however, ifor the electlon of
1 bishop, and Dr. Bracken, of Wllllami
1 burg, wtta chosen, but afterwards d'
8 cllned tho offlce,- In the muantime tl

Monumental Church ln Rlchmond wi
e being bullt aw n memorlal to the livi
e lont in tho' destructlon 01 tho Rlcl
a mond Theatre ln December. 1811. f,i,

1814 the vestry, of that church wi

\ looklng for a rector, whlle a fe
earnest young mlnlstera >»who had b

n lately been added to the thln raitl
of tiio Episcopal clergy were looklt

0 for a bishop. Thy cholec of both fi
upon the Rev. Dr. Rlchard Channlt
Moore, of New York, who was cons

>1 crated the second biahop of Virgln
,f on the 18th of May, 1S14.

KcllKloua KuthUHiuam.
it Bishop Moore waa an oloque

preachcr and a man of untlrlng enen
, and of magnetlc and wlnnln.g perso
"

alltv. Under his overslght and laboi
10 alded by an c'ole band of young
!d clergy. whose number waa steadlly r
a cruiled, the revlval of tbe church b
>- gan, and contluued unlnterrupted!
n Tho old Er'acopal famllles camc aga
A to her support, the old churches we

restored, the old parlshes rejuvenat
and new omn formed and Bupplied wi

>e actlve and ab'.e mlnlsters or missio
3f arlos. The nnnual conventions we
io sensons of remarkable rellgloug intt
Sl est and nnthualasm, and perlodlcal
m gave a new impetus to the work. T
rt Theologlcal Semlnarv, near Alexandr
"'

was founded In 1823, and the m
"" tralncd thore for tho sacred minlst
ot have wlelded an incakmlable influen
ht for good not only ln Virgnla, b
ln throughout the country and ln forei
'I- mlBHion tlelde. In 1829 the Rev. Willli

Meade, D. I'J, who had long been t
foremost presbyter in tho dlocese, \v

s. elected nsslstain bishop to Blsli
,n Moore

Tho Jnttcr dlod in 1841, and the f
"" Lowlng year the Rev. John Johns, D.
rs of Mury liiud, was chosen asslsti
ry bishop to Blsliup Meade. For twot
a years those good and noble men worl
en sldc by slfle in perfect hanvony, n

jr> saw the church grow and pros]
througliout the State under thelr i

* mlnlstratlon, Bishop Meade dled
"" Rlchmond ln isc2, after a mlnlstry
y0, more thnn half a ccntury devoted to
ist service of God ln the restoratlon 8
iss tipbuilding of liio Episcopal Church
mt his natlvo State, ,

a Brlt'l St'imriillnii,
... Durlng tlig V ar of Secosslon tho D
.. cesc of Vlrglnlu united with her sls

dioceses of the South ln- the orgnnlelr tlon of the ProtustjOiit Episcopal Chu
I'S, in the Confeflirate "tatoa, nnd Bisl
ln Mcudo wiis lti; first presldlng blsl

.ntl upon the iiowiu'iill of the Confedert
|u. however, no rcasbn for Its contlnun
n(j i-xlated, nnd th.' Southern dioceses ti

thelr pJacoa agalp ln tho General 0' ventlon, wlthout » queetlon on eit
P"> t:ide.
vo, For five yean Bishop ,Iohn3 adn
nd, Istpred the dii-pse aiono, but ln 1
Che he dcslred an asistan: blrhop, and
or, Rov, Prancis M Whlttlo, then pf Lot
ihe vlllo, Ky. was chosen, and was cor

crated tho following veiir.
The ohurch was now Just beglnr

lu rccover fr< in tho devastatlons
vas the.war, but v as blesacd with a b
a of cloigy und lay people whoso loyi

ery nnd seif-denyliig devotlon could hai
<ej bo surpaBsed. In, an, incredibly sl
m spaco of yearu when one considersj

lra decp povorty of her people, her
ent K}ro>'(?(1 t'hurch.ig were' rebullt, her
... siitutlons and mlsslonary ngenciesvr" CBtabllahed, and R' now era of gro*nt» and proaperlty entered upon. Bif
oso Johns dled in ig70. and for nine y>Ivll Bls)iop Whltth- carrlod the burdai

Episcopal duties ¦¦ nlone, a true lei
lott, of liis hosts in tlie obundance of
and personni labois as weli as in'
tho strongth of i« eonvictlons and
t a noblllty of liln charat'ter. ln 187T

. State of w^'ki Vlrginla was maci
.,._ Beparati\ dloc-»e. and the next
,"e; tho Rev. Goort-o W. Peterkin was
.acl secratod Its nrst bishop. Under
rcn cftra tue church ln that dlocese
of- grown Bleudily. The F.ov. W.

Gravatt was elected his blshcp eo«
adjutof in 1899.

The Present Iltnliop.
The Rev. Alfre'd M. Handolph. D. D.,

of Baltlnioro, was consocrated Asslslant
Bishop of Virginia ln 1883, and in 189a
tlie dlocese was again dlvlded and
Southern Vlrglnla was erected as a new
dlocese wlth Bishop Randolph as Its
bishop. One year ago thojtev. Beverly
D. Tucker, D. D., was consecrated aa
his bishop coadjutor. In 1804 tho Rev.
John B. Nowton was choscn bishop co¬
adjutor of Vlrglnla, and the wlsdom
of tho choice had been well proven
when he Was removed by death three
years late'f; The Rev. Robert A. Gib¬
son,' D. D., was elected ln his place,
and upon the death of Bishop Whlttle
in 1902. became the bishop ot Virginia,
May he long be the laat!

Such, ln brlefeat outllne, is the storjr
of the Eplscopal Church ln Vlrgkiln.
whlch has invlted the general cotrven-
tion of the American Church to meet
thls year wlthln hor borders and cel«-
brate her tcrcentenary. Could the
rude sketch be fllled In lt would present
a long. honorablo and sacred record.
Byt the true hlstory of a church ls
wrltten ln tho work she haa wrought
and In the llves ot her chlldren. We
have mentloned tho namos of only h*r
noble line of blshopa.

I.ack of 8pace forblds even a mragre
reforence to the many honored clergy¬
men whose labors have enrlched and
Whose chnrncters havo ndorned her
annals, whlle to recount the great Vlr-
glnlans who havo wondilped God at
her altars and lcarned the law of
rlghteousness from her teachinga would
be almoBt to tell the stars in tho llr-
mament of the Old Domlnlon.

The Church In Kichmond.
, Henrlco parlsh, whicli includes the
whole county, waa founded wlth the

» city of Henricopolls in Jliill. lt orlgl-
v nally lticiuded the greater- .part of
r Cheaterlleld and the upper James River
i Valley and nurthern watershed of the
, 'Appomattox, and all tho paiishes in

tlint territory "westwurd to»thfc Blue
tttdga may be. said io be tlie daughter. puiisnes of Henr.co. Tl:e lij-st -rude

i church was bullt on the river on the
. west bank of the present uutch Gap
» Canal, and Was soon fbllowed by a
, more pret'entious ona of brlck. Thefirst American college .had been fully

plaiineu, and wua auout to bu planttdln Henrlco, when the lndlan massacrc
pr 16:12 wlped out tue to.wn, church andcollege-ln one feli blow. lt was not

r long, however, before settlements
l, -£$ aS*,"1 n.aiie on me upper rcjichesn."l the Jamcs. and church es were btill'tj
! of which no account has- come'down tcv

Bullt.
'- But the mother church of Rlchmondie proper ls tho "Upper Ctiurch," oris -ciiurch on Rlchmond Hill," known fors ihe pbsI vwo generatlons aa St. John'av Clwlrch. whlch was bullt in 1741 on« two lots dunatcd by Wllllam Byrd. Tho18 origlnal church conslsted of only the
. transept of tho present building. Tho
*J bisioric associatlohs connected wlth
v° tlrts church us the meeting place ot"» tlie early pollttcal conventlons of the'" State- are but" incidehtal to its rlclier'.» bistory as u temple of God in whkhe" tho people of Rlchmond have wor-la Khipecl for flve generatlons, ln ihh.

as we havo notod, the Monumental
Church was opened, wlth Bishop Moore11 as Its lirst'rector. In 1830 Christ

ty Church congregation was formod irom
11 St. John's and workhiped ln tbe uki
.s, -pinu Apple Church" on Grace Street,er near Elglucenth.
2" St. James Church was bullt aboutc- 1839. In 1844-'5 St. Paul's was bullt
y- by the congregation of tho Monumental,'" most of whorn removed to tho new
FS church in tho latter year. A few,," however, reniainod antl were Jolneu by'" tho larger part of tbe Christ Church

congregation in malntulning tlie old
.. Monumental under the reotorshlp (Pf
¦ thu Rev. Dr. Woodbridge. Christ
y Church, after two reraovals and a fin
.. stlll rcmalns ln tne ftourlBhiug chur:ih|' of that name on Venable Street. Ura-.v
rv Church,. an offahoot of St. Paul's, was

' built about 1858, and about the same
tlme Emmanuel Ciiurch was erecUul

uJr near Rrook^HUl, nnd St. Mark'B waa ff fpunded ss a mlsalpn of St. Jamcs. #1
.'" Tbeiie were the Eplscopal cliurcluwi ffi,110 Richgiond durlng and just after thel .

;vs war, and the namos of the godly rrie'n.V."'PP wllo served them durlng those trou- \
, bled tlrnes, Dr.v Norwood, Wooilbrldge.

''' Poterkln, Minnigerod -. Daahleli ahd
u-" Baker, are wrlt large In the memoryliu of our older people aiul- in tlie re-
¦K liglous hlstory of the clty.
rul

v Tbe Molliev Church,
ier Slnce the war new churches havn
td- been bullt and atrong congregations
ln have grown up, keoplng paco with tho
of growth of the clty, Moore Memorlal,
;ho now the Church oT^ the Holy Trinity,
nd was founded ns an offshoot from St.
ln James, and St. Andrew's as a mlssion

of St. Paul's. whlle All .-'alnt^' wu.i «

colony from the Monumental.
Io- Tlielr handsome churches are land-
ter marks |n tlie neighborhood surroumh
za- Ing Monroo Park. The younger meni*
rch beiBoftlie siulerhood are tlie i-Jpiphaiiy,
lop in Barton Helghls, and tho Holy Conv
op, forter, in tlie Wp't End. ln addltlou
.cy, there are several mlssion churcues,
nce such as St. Luke's. Weddell Memorlal, j10k the Ascension, on Cheslnut Hill. and I
on- olhers. For the coiored congregations Jher there are St. Plillip's Church and tho /

Chapel of the Good Shepherd. A do- 1
dn- vnted clty miaalonnry rrlnHtors to th- 1
807 Bick ln tho hospltnla nnd to* uiifor-
tho tuiiatew in other Inatitutions, whlle hla
is- nsslatnnt has chargo pf instltutlonal

|Se- nnd other misslonary work. There aro
fifteen clergymen in the old ptfl'lsh,Ing regulnrly and most nctlvcly engaged ln

°f paiochial nnd mlssion work, and nne
ody church, tlie Mnnumentnl, Is temporarPytlly vni'unt. There nre few clties -in the.
'ulV country whore, In proportlon ro the
i.pi't nopulutlon, tlie church Is larger or Itn
tho iif<, more vlgorous than tn Rlchmond.
de- .o--..,

ra'. The Womah's Auxiliary headnuarters
.vtl, wlll bo at tbe Masonlc Teniplo durlng
hon ,|1C "t"61? tPn (]">R ot tne cqnveutlon,',', i(<«8loiis

" Afterwards headquarters wlll
".', '<e removed to All Snlnt»' Parlsh house.
,A"l Members are requeated to reglster al
i,i. ^eailquai'ters Hnmedlately on thelr ar- i
'''» -ivai, glving thelr. homo addreae and I
J"e "¦ffice ln the auxiliary, together wlth I
Jj1* thelr address ln Rlchmond. \
0 R There wlll be a daily celebration of
'ORf tho Holy Communion at St, Mark's
jon- nhurch, eorner Flrat and Cluy Streels,
his at H:4G A. M. nnd 7:30 A. M. every day
has durlng the General Conventlon ses-
L. titrtikB


